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Mr. M. YUNUS: I rise to a point of order.

The Hon'ble the PRESIDENT: I have noticed that tho
practice followed at the earlier sessions scems to have been forgot-
ten. When I say, ¢ Order”’, * Order’’, members should not conti-
nue to stand.

Mr. M. YUNUS: Is the hon’ble member entitled to say
anything morc now except whether he wishes to withdraw his
resolution or ask for a division ?

The ITon’ble the PRESIDENT: That is exactly what I
pointed out to him. T am only going to ask him whether, in view
of the assurance given on behalf of the Government, the
hon’ble member is prepared to withdraw the whole resolution or
any part of it. This answer I must have before I put the
resolution to the vote.

Khan Bahadur KITWAJA MUHAMMAD NUR: I leave
it in the hands of {he 1louse.

Babu DEVAKI PRASHAD SINIIA: If the hon’ble mem-
ber leaves it to the Iouse, that means that the resolution is not
withdrawn.

_The Hon’ble the PRESIDENT : The hon’ble member’s over- .
anxiety is not at all necessary. The question before the House is :

This Council recommends to IIis Excecllency tbe Governor in Council
that the recent notification of the Government under the Criminal Law
Amendment- Act, 1908, Part II, declaring certain volunteer associations
to be illegal, be withdrawn and that all those persons who have been convicted

and are in custody for the breach of the terms of that notification be
immediately and unconditionally roleased,

This was carried.

GANGES-DARJEELING ROAD.

Rai Bahadur PRITHI CHAND LAL CHAUDHURI: Sir, "?-{"L)
the resolution which T have the honour to move is this:

This Couneil recommends to the Government that the responsibiliiiy of
maintaining the Ganges-Darjeeling Road be taken over by the Provincial
Government from the Purnea District Board. ;

To explain my resolution, I shall have to give you a shork
history of the road, its length, its provineial importance, etc.,

before I can ask the Mouse to pass this resolution.,

This road begins from the bank of tho Ganges at Kharha-
gola opposite to Shahebganj on the East Indian Railway line,
and - runs straight north pie Purnea acress the river Mahananda,
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lien of wages which will holp them to live throagh the other
months of the year. Lurnea might well bo called the granary
of Bihar. ~

The provineial importance of this Ganges-Darjeeling Toad
which cuts through Purneca from south to north is sti!l as great
as when the roald was first opencd. Alas for Purnea I the
Governor does not @o, with his train of seeretaries and staff, Ly it.
And can it be said by the Government that brcause one man  has
stopped passing by this road, the provineinl importance has
disappeared ? .

To build up this read, lakhs aud lakhs had been spent and to
keep it up the Government used to keep a staff of public works
department engineers, cte., which cost the admini-tration -more
than a lakh and a half every year. But when it was made over to
the district board a sum of Rs. 26,000 and odd was allotted to
the board to he taken from the Pound Income to maintain it—
a sum not suflicient to maintain even oue-fifth of the road.
Tow this sum was arrived at, it is impossible to s&y bl}t it appears
that an estimate was prepared by the executive enginecr about
vepairs apart from the staft to be kept, before it was made over.
and according to this cstimate, a sum of Rs. 30,000 (thirty
thousand) was required to renovate it that year.

In 1910 the district hoard approachad the Lieutenant-Gover-.
nor of Bengal for help, but Ilis Honour expressed his regret,
for want ol funds. And this Rs. 26,000 which wasgranted to the
district board, was given by the transtor of the Pound Income
which accrues to tho board from receipts under the Cattle
f'respass Act. Tho Pound Income owing to n?n'CO‘Operation’
movement has dwindled, but the road of 103 miles: has to Dbe
niaintained. T

e poliey followed by theold Government was ‘explained
in the Annual Report of 188). The Licutenant-Governor of Ben-
gal followed the principle of allotting funds exactly equal to the
gellel'ﬂl charges imposed. ¢ The transferred assets a:,b t.he time of:
the grant were regulated on ascaie to establish equilibrium only.”

Sir, this allotment of assets has mob *quite kept pace
with the inereased burden transferred on the district board, and
the increased expenditure consequent upon 1t I shall only
quote a fow passages from My, Hallett's notes; who was our Chair-
man in Purnea, and that will show that not only we, the non-

cfficial members of the district board, but the Magistrate and
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v the
Collector also felt the injustice of it and smarted under
shortness of funds allowed vs.
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4 . . .
The only assictance whicl, the board has received from {ransfer

“‘meet the increased cost of th« Ganges-Darjecling  Road 15 the
1503 of three ferries with an incema at that thwme of Ry, 1,500,

. hesC

Another great injustice that we smarl under ”(1” the
present days, is that the Government ig appropriating 18, 00)
income of the ferries (which will be ahout R, 17,000 w.us' ( tho
which exist within the district, and whicly do not inc!t alay®”®
inter-district ferries, (2) receipts from the Darjeeling-Him

" Railway for allowing them to rua their train on tho roac:

. . . ¢ thoy
“ The Government s appropriating all these things, Y° ,

do not maintain a yard of public road in the district.”

p the

I believe, Bir, I have been able to skow to the Tlouse thi?l om?
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“without doing its own part of the duty. T have shown main’

equilibrium promised by the Government has not been lcially

tained. T have further shown that the road is prOVlll,ul.,leﬂ'
important and that it isnot a sectiona] road bencfitting,

\]1ing*
alone, but alimb of the great road from Caleutta to ])arjech °

: q the

Havingall these things in mind, when it really bencﬁts ihe

.. whole of the Province, is it surprising that T ghould aS p i8

- Provincial Government to take up the responsibility whichl g

tpns Priarily ? - Supposing for a moment, it is not, dones - 3% b

3 Into.disuse, it is not we alone, but, the whole Province ely
— %ﬁ“*‘asﬂ.‘?e,_oii Purnea, have tried to do our duty bhrav
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I herowith enclose a statoment of the money we have spent on
this road alone : :

Rs.
10 years 1888 to 18908 . e 2,064,077
10 years 1808 to 1908 . e e 8,02,567
10 years 1908 to 1018 res e .. 4,46,238
Total e 10,12,582

Kindly note also the remarks of Mr. Hallett about the road :

(a) Though the expenditure on the rood has largely excceded the amount
granted by the Government, the condition of the road in many places is.
not good and it requires thorough repairs, specially in those parts where the
trallic is heavy. A vough calculation shows that in all 36 miles require
renewal, viz., (i) from the 72nd to 92nd miles belween Kishanganj and
Islampur where jute traffic is heavy, (ii) betweon Hardah and Korah, 8
miles and (iii) 39rd to 41st miles, S miles. The cost of renewal may be
roughly estimated at Rs. 5,000 a mile or Rs. 1,10,000 in all.

(5) There are still seven wooden bridges on the road, two of these, vie.,
that at Kbagra near Kishanganj and that at Panjipars just south of
Kishanganj, vequire to be replaced by ivon bridges without delay. The former
is almost in a dangerous condition and might be swepl away by & beavy flood.
Estimates have been prepared ; the cost of the former is Rs. 36,6L0 and of
the latter, Rs. 12,6"83. - A new bridge is also peeded at the 99th mile but
this is not so urgent. The cost would probably be about Rs. 12,000.

(¢) The road was breached several years ago by the river Kankai ab
Hijla gap, carts and travellers have to go by a diversion across the fields
which is impassable in the rains, as a result of this, Kishanganj is cut off,
from Purnea in the rainy scason. The cost of repairing and bridging this
gap will be about Rs 50,000, S .

(@) Thus the total sum required in the near future for the road is
approximately Rs. 2,92,000. .

5  Mr. Hallett goes on to say about the contribution granted: by
the Government af the disposal of Commissioner to these boards
that needed assistance, thus : '

Purnea has been most unfortunate in not rectiving its full share of the
rants thus distributed. Situated geographically in one corner of the Province
it has not attracted the same attention from the Government as other districts
more conveniently situated with reference to the .provincml or divisional
headquarters. It has also been slow o press its claims to assistance. The
only grants which have been given to the board are those for water spp_ply,
which are distri’ uted to all boards, and 2 small grant to recoup ox penditure
ircurred in connection with {he Purnea Dak Bungalaws. Tt has nct. received
a single pice of the grant placed at the disposal of the -Commissioner ror
has it received any speeia,[ gran‘t from .Government, )
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_If Purnea had received ap cqual <lare of the prant, ehe rh““]d.h"
ncelch Rs. 1,30,000, Aga backward distri:t wigh o siall cess ancemt
was entitled to an even largrer shure.

. 3 e 2 1)
| It 18 clearly unfair that Purnen should suffer and it is O il’:
equitable that the board shonld  yeceive larger é"'a"fsars-
future to compensate it for small grants received i recent Ye

. Such being the state of affujrs of the distriet Deard ltullfl,
highly politic ang expedient that this great respensibility sllti'cw
be taken over by the provincial Government. With these
words I commend the resolution for your consideration.

. : ] f

The state of {liings still congi it d : me

; s continues as it did at the (0

zS.Ir.),Hallett, only the roads an( hridges are a )ittle the WOLsO -,-if
Imes ravages, and {he cost of repairs greater. This ]ubl).thc

another reason as to why the Gove ‘ 1ake
belated duty, Y the Government should

t
The Hon’hle Mr. MADHUSUDAN DAS : T have 10 dgl::li
that justice had not been done fo the Purnea District Board- - o)
Wlthsh?,nd.mg all attempts by the present Secrctary who was . ce
:lolgcg?slsgl:t' Otﬁiger\ ?'111 1::.t’cempts made by him to secure Juoslfilon
that 5. oStrict: board have fajled. i opr s
;h&t-;ggtice had not been done, Thig rﬁ:ﬁl deimded.l-{',fillyl built
or military purposes. “ Then it vy intaineg Lo o Goverr

ment of Bengal as being the shortest ang easiest. route for 1BC

. e at Darjeeling, N oyt of the
road is in the Province of Beng_];al and 111\823’ zi)];"f}lg’f -Goveylllle'
ment. These aye Provincial roads and it hag been decided Y t{l 3
o Organization Committee that these roads S]}O;n
PR up by the provincial Government, The Governm

EEEEE——
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appointed a committee for the purpose and this committee
also cndorsed their opinion.  So T nced not go into details. The
position is this. The Minister of Local Self-Government has
had handed down to him a legacy with encumbrances, ¢ncum-
Lrances crealed by other governments. It is not a very envi-
able position for a person in the position® of a laity. I admit
that injustice has been done and that it should be the duty of the
Local Scli-Government Minister, I cannot say to provide the
funds, but to get at everybody who is liable to provide this,
The Government of India created certain encumbrances. It was
for the Government of India that the road was constructed. The
Government of India waintained this voad,then changed its
route and then it was convenient for the Government of
Bengal to use it. I am told that there is a jute trads and other
kinds of goods are carricd by this road and the road must be
maintained by the district board. I do mot sce the force of
thoe logic which asks one to come to the conelusion that it should
be the duty of the district Loard to maintain it. *I have not
been in a position to get all the papers in connection with this
road and sccondly I am not in a position to say what will be
the ultimate attitude of the Government, Meantime, I can
assurc my friend that he has my full sywmpathy and if funds
were available he will have it. |

- Rai Bahadur PRITHI CHAND LAL CIAUDIURI: The
board may be given.lis. 18,000.

The Hon’ble Mr. MADHUSUDAN DAS : I cannot promise
the amount now. If any moncy is available we shall see what we
can do. Atany rate, you can have this assurance from me that

though I cannot promise anything now I will see that justice is
anO. } ° ’ ~

Rai Bahadur PRITHI CHAND LAL CHAUDHURI : The
only point that I have been able to gather from the Government
Benches, that what stands in the way of their accepting my
resolution. is the want of funds. My reply is.that they were
in the position of a trustee who bave broken their trust. Ina
civil suit, the trustees would have been made to disgorge the
profit they made from the trust funds for their breach of trust.
The Government has quietly appropriated the ferry or the road
“ifigbme to the tune of over Rs. 30,000 to Rs. 50,000 & year, for
how many years I know not, The accumulated money would 20
over to more than 10 lakhs with capital and interest,
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I am asking the Government to do an act of bharo jUﬁt‘:s
and spend a little of the amount go unjustly taken by them
the maintenanco of this road.

If they do not do this, can it not be sajd that tho (Govern:
ment is failing in its duty and how can you expect after t
that other people would do their duty ¥

. When the Viceroy came to India with “ Justice” oOR ]:isl)
lips, we for ourselves thought that the idea of justice ‘Lc.
permeate everywhore, not only hetween man and man, bub X

tween men and Government and the standard would be keF

k
pure and undefiled. I stand by t}. . .ment and 88
for a division, ¥ that pronouncemen

. r
The Hon’ble the PRESIDENT - Does tho hon’blo membeb

. withdraw his resolution in v , wo hon e L vhic
it has been receio] ; B IR View of the sympathetic spirit in

ai, Debadur PRITHI CHAND 1AL cprAUDHURL:

I leave it to the House.
 The Hon’ble the PRESIDENT : Am Ito put it to the voto ?

'chin? Ei;.B?’%aéa‘& I}RITHI CDAND LAL crraAuDIU B’I‘éil]l:
grant it, A ‘ rom the ferry, Ihopc the Council

.. The Hon’ble My MADH i8
: U : an 887,
;hatog. g%aVe not been ab.1e to get S]?Blélga ]zgsmodiIn ; n(; pot 1B
am%) h;:,(;n to say anything. “AllT ¢y saypis that T am &%
come | an obligation. If YOu pass this resolution !
- 0 nouthmg. You cannot get blood out of stone.

This ig g part of the roate that i intai uso 27
at is maintained for the e
beneﬁ.t of Bgnga,l. hat has been handelc? agll:wn to us. I htqgﬂ
my friend Sir 8. N. Banarji will help me in recovering & port

g Wi

. r
of the money from Bengal. I.shall be very glag to hand Ovet‘

what T get from Bengal plus do B9

my share to the mover. .1

after I have mentioned all the circumstances, I have nob

the papers and I am not in g position to fix the liability ©

Benga,l or of the India Goverament but I shall try to realiz®
Fortion from them, I hope the Council will tale fato cons

) ulg. be granted or not,

-usteeé -

. s . . i n
think that my friend is reasonable in Pressing the resolutg’oﬁ

jder=
,,wn 1y position and decide accordingly as to whether this S%

>
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 Rai Bahadur PRITHI CIIAND LAL CHAUDHURI : I
withdraw it.
The resolution was withdrawn by leave.

The Council adjourned to the 27th January 1922.
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